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house. 

LL:  A real  hazard  for  crossdressers  with  siblings — the 
sister  or  brother  who  is  supposed  to  be  someplace  else. 
So,  you  started  to  experiment  in  adolescence,  like  many 
of  us.  When  did  you  start  actively  crossdressing? 

R:  I didn't  dress  again  at  all  until  many  years  after  I 
had  gotten  married,  so  I would  guess  my  active  dressing 
has  encompassed  the  last  35  years.  I've  always  loved  the 
look  and  feel  of  pretty  feminine  clothing  and  lingerie,  so 
during  the  first  20  or  so  years  of  my  marriage  I satisfied 
my  desires  by  buying  most  of  my  wife's  clothes  for  her 
with  the  emphasis  on  very  feminine  attire. 

LL:  What  was  it  like  the  first  time  you  were  fully 
dressed  as  a lady? 

R:  I believe  the  first  time  I was  fully  dressed  was  in 
the  early  1980s.  I was  on  a business  trip  and  was  able 
to  secretly  put  together  a complete  outfit  to  take  with 
me.  I was  even  able  to  buy  a pretty  nylon  and  lace 
nightgown  to  wear  in  bed.  The  one  clay  that  I had  to 
myself  on  the  trip,  I spent  in  my  room  all  dressed  up. 


LL:  Our  Profile  lady  this  issue  is  Roberta, 
someone  who  has  graced  the  pages  of  LadyLike 
in  several  issues.  Thanks  for  consenting  to  be  our 
cover  girl,  Roberta. 

R:  Thanks  so  much  for  asking  me. 

LL:  Let's  start  at  the  beginning.  Where  were 
you  born? 

R:  I was  born  in  Connecticut,  on  a kitchen 
table. 

LL:  A kitchen  table?  Sounds  like  it  was 
uncomfortable  for  your  mom. 

R:  Things  like  that  were  common  in  1 934. 

LL:  I suppose  there  are  worse  places  to  come 
into  the  world.  After  your  arrival  what  first 
attracted  you  to  femme  attire? 

R:  When  I was  about  eight  or  nine  we  would 
visit  my  two  "old  maid  aunts".  They  always 
dressed  very  nicely  in  pretty  silk  dresses  with  little 
bolero  jackets  which  they  would  let  me  put  on. 

I just  loved  the  feel  of  the  matenal  against  my 
skin.  Later,  at  around  12  or  13,  I would  try  on 
my  mother's  slips,  panties,  and  nightgowns  when 
no  one  was  home.  Once  I even  tried  on  one  of 
my  mother's  silk  dresses  along  with  a bra,  panties 
and  slip  as  well  as  lipstick. 

LL:  You  pretty  much  went  all  the  way  that 
time. 

R:  And  I almost  got  caught  by  my  younger  sister 
who  was  supposed  to  be  over  at  her  girlfriend's 
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LL:  What  was  your  outfit  like? 

R:  My  dress  was  silver  and  black  taffeta  with  puffy  sleeves 
and  a full  skirt.  My  only  makeup  was  red  lipstick. 

LL:  What  more  does  a girl  need  than  red  lipstick?  Tell  us 
about  the  first  time  you  ever  went  out  in  public  dressed. 

R:  I don't  remember  the  date  I first  went  out  in  public 
dressed  but  it  was  around  1988.  I was  in  New  Orleans  on 


business  for  several  days  and  I was  usually 
done  for  the  day  by  mid-  afternoon.  I had 
managed  to  put  together  a fairly  good 
sized  wardrobe  over  a period  of  several 
years  and  had  taken  it  with  me.  Up  until 
this  time  I had  only  dressed  in  my  room. 
Anyway,  I finally  decided  to  go  out  to 
dinner  all  dressed  up  in  one  of  my  pretty 
outfits. 

LL:  Tell  us  what  you  wore. 

R:  I wore  a white  satin  and  lace  blouse 
with  pearl  buttons  and  a black  chiffon  skirt 
over  a black  petticoat.  I had  on  a white 
lace  bra  with  silicone  breast  forms,  black 
lace  satin  panties,  black  garter  belt  and 
stockings,  and  black  three-inch  heels.  My 
jewelry  was  all  pearls.  Needless  to  say,  I 
was  a nervous  wreck  but  I had  made  up 
my  mind  that  I was  going  to  and  I needed 

I had  made 
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a reservation 
at  a very  classy 
restaurant 
and  so  off  I 
went.  I walked 
nervously 
through  the 
hotel  lobby  to 
my  rental  car 
and  drove  to 
the  restaurant 
where  I used  the 
valet  parking 
since  it  seemed 
the  safest.  I was 
seated  by  a very 
nice  hostess  and 
was  addressed 
as  ma'am. 
The  waitress 
was  also  very 
courteous 
and  called  me 
ma'am  which 
helped  put  me 
at  ease.  I tried 
to  speak  softly  to  help  disguise  my  male  voice. 

LL:  How  did  things  go? 

R:  The  dinner  went  just  fine — even  when  I used 
my  credit  card  with  my  male  name  on  it!  Boy  was  I 
relieved,  and  I felt  rather  good  knowing  that  I could  do 
this.  I even  went  into  the  lounge  back  at  the  hotel  for  a 
drink  because  I felt  so  good.  I had  realized  that  going 
out  dressed  was  not  only  possible  but  enjoyable. 

LL:  Do  you  have  a favorite  item  of  clothing? 

R:  I have  several  favorite  items. 

LL:  The  more  the  merrier!  Tell  us  about  them. 

R:  There's  my  wedding  gown,  a black  chiffon  skirt 
I wear  with  several  dressy  blouses,  a red  satin  gown 
which  I've  worn  in  some  of  my  latest  LadyLike  photos, 
and  a light  blue  gown  with  a beaded  bodice.  I've  had 
other  favorites  but  they  became  victims  of  several 
purges.  I also  love  to  sleep  in  satin  nightgowns. 

LL:  You  mentioned  your  wife  awhile  back.  Does  your 
wife  know? 

R:  I have  been  married  for  52  years  and  my  wife  does 
not  know  about  my  crossdressing. 

LL:  Did  others  ever  find  out  about  your 

crossdressing? 

R:  I have  come  out  to  several  people  at  different 
times.  When  I have  made  repeat  visits  to  a place 
(hotel,  restaurant,  etc.)  I have  become  acquainted  with 
waitresses,  bartenders,  hostesses,and  others  and  have 
revealed  myself  to  them. 


LL:  How  did  they  handle  it? 

R:  Those  that  I have  revealed  myself  to  have  been 
interested  and  accepting  of  my  crossdressing.  I have 
always  been  treated  with  respect. 

LL:  What  kinds  of  things  do  you  like  to  do  now  while 
crossdressed? 

R:  I only  dress  when  I travel  so  I am  somewhat  limited 
in  what  I can  do.  My  favorite  thing  is  to  go  out  to  dinner 
at  a really  nice  restaurant  so  I can  wear  something 
dressy,  but  I also  like  to  go  shopping,  especially  in  a 
mall.  I will  also  go  into  the  hotel's  lounge  for  a nightcap 
or  to  watch  a ball  game. 

LL:  Have  you  attended  any  TG  events? 

R:  No,  I have  not  been  able  to  do  this  as  most  of 
them  are  over  a weekend. 

LL:  Are  there  any  crossciressing  mountains  you'd  like 
to  conquer? 

R:  Just  that  one — I would  love  to  be  able  to  attend  a 
TG  event. 

LL:  Do  you  have  any  advice  or  comments  you'd  like 
to  share  with  LadyLike  readers? 

R:  My  only  advice  is  don't  be  ashamed  of  your 
feelings  or  who  you  are. 

LL:  Thanks  so  much  for  talking  with  us  Roberta.  If  we 
can  all  look  as  lovely  and  ladylike  when  we  reach  your 
age  we  will  be  lucky  ladies  indeed. 

R:  Thank  you. 
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r Michel  Serrault  % 

January  24,  1978  - July  29,  2007  3 


One  of  the  first  movies  I ever  saw  that  depicted 
a drag  queen  as  a sympathetic  character  and  not 
a crazy  person  was  the  original  1978  "La  Cage 
aux  Folles".  (It  was  released  in  the  US  in  1979.) 
The  fabulous  Zaza  was  played  by  French  film 
star  Michel  Serrault.  Mr.  Serrault  had  played  the 
role  in  the  Paris  stage  production  and  was  asked 
to  reprise  it  for  the  film.  Michel  Serrault  was  79 
when  he  passed  away  on  July  29th  of  this  year  at 
his  home  in  Honfleur,  France.  His  priest  reported 
to  The  Associated  Press  that  Mr.  Serrault  died  of 
cancer. 

Though  he  appeared  in  over  130  films  during 
his  long  career  we  in  the  transgender  world  will 
remember  him  for  his  portrayal  of  Zaza  (a.k.a. 
Albin)  in  "La  Cage".  His  almost  supersonic  shrieks 
when  the  character  was  upset  or  startled  were 
in  vivid  contrast  to  the  tender  sacrifice  Albin 
makes,  dressing  conservatively  (still  female  but 
conservative  female),  to  meet  Renato's  son's  fiance 
and  her  parents.  Mr.  Serrault  made  Zaza/Albin  into 


more  than  just  a stereotype.  He  fleshed  her  out 
into  a full  human  being  and  the  effort  won  him  a 
Cesar,  the  French  equivalent  of  the  Oscar.  He  again 
played  Albin  in  "La  Cage  aux  Folles  2"  (1980)  and 
"La  Cage  aux  Folles  3:  The  Wedding"  (1985). 

How  many  of  us  who  were  younger  people  in 
1979  can  remember 
having  to  be  talked 
into  seeing  La  Cage 
aux  Folles?  How  hard 
it  was  to  pretend  that 
we  really  had  no 
feeling  one  way  or 
the  other  about  the 
film  when  in  reality 
we  were  dying  to  see 
it.  Someone  should 
have  given  me  a 
Cesar  for  the  way  in 
which  I portrayed 
indifference  when 
my  wife  suggested 
we  see  the  film.  And 
to  sit  through  it  and 
not  break  into  shrieks 
like  Zaza  was  next  to  impossible. 

Michel  Serrault  was  born  in  Brunoy,  near  Paris, 
on  January  24,  1928.  He  performed  in  cabarets 
and  on  the  stage  before  appearing  in  his  first  film, 
"Ah!  Les  Belles  Bacchantes"  (released  in  the  United 
States  as  "Peek-a-boo"),  in  1954.  Mr.  Serrault's 
survivors  include  his  wife,  Juanita,  and  a daughter, 
Nathalie,  The  Associated  Press  reported.  (Another 
daughter  died  in  a car  crash  in  1 977.) 

Thank  you  Michel  Serrault  for  the  original 
Zaza. 


Angela  Gardner 
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By  Leigh  Smythe 

The  scene  of  the  crime — a small  but  welcoming  bar  in 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

About  two  months  ago,  after  many  outings  and  a 
feeling  of  greater  normalcy  with  dressing,  meeting  new 
friends  and  presenting  in  public,  I began  to  understand 
that  I am  evolving  on  my  path,  but  to  where?  You  see, 
I am  certain  I am  on  a journey  but  the  destination  is 
obscured  in  the  fog  of  my  lack  of  understanding.  So,  my 
only  means  of  knowing  where  my  life  is  destined  to  go 
is  to  learn. 

Whafs  that  mean?  I decided  to  try  drag.  No,  I mean 
drag  as  in  Drag  Queen.  On  July  21st,  2007,  I was  a 
Drag  Queen  for  a night!  Now,  that  the  show  is  over,  Lm 
experiencing  a serious,  "What  now?"  moment. 

I have  been  going  to  a wonderful  placecalled  theTown 
House  Bar.  It's  a little  place  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  But, 
its  got  a very  BIG  heart.  It  has  drag  shows,  at  least  two 
times  a week,  magical  nights  where  boys  become  girls 


and  girls  become  boys,  and  the 
audience  returns  their  hard  work 
with  love,  and  the  occasional 
dollar,  or  many  dollars  depending 
on  the  performance. 

I watched  and  enjoyed,  and,  in 
my  distorted  view,  it  looked  like 
I could  do  that.  I dance  well  and 
have  never  had  a problem  being 
in  front  of  people.  I've  made 
speeches  in  frontof  hundreds,  and 
done  it  well.  Of  course,  I knew 
my  subject  and  standing  in  a suit 
behind  a podium,  or  walking  in 
front  on  a stage  is  a bit  different 
than  altering  your  appearance  to 
the  opposite  gender,  and  trying 
to  appear  as  good  as  the  artist 
singing  a popular  song — it's  a bit 
over  the  top.  The  complications 
of  doing  this  successfully  are 
legion.  But,  they  make  it  look  so 
easy! 

Another  issue  I was  blind  to  was 
my  age  (60  years).  I'm  desperately 
trying  to  recapture  things  that 
I should  have  accomplished  a 
very  long  time  ago.  And  to  do  it  I'm  placing  myself  in 
competition  with  people  who  are  doing  things  at  the 
age  I should  have  done  them.  Not  wise.  Wisdom  is 
supposed  to  come  with  age,  so  mine  must've  gotten 
delayed,  assuming  that  it  ever  decides  to  show  up.  I'm 
not  even  sure  I'll  recognize  it  should  it  appear  looming 
large  in  front  of  my  face. 

That  is  the  backdrop.  I was  about  to  ask  the  director 
of  the  shows  to  let  me  audition.  I had  my  song  picked 
out,  but  planned  only  to  dress  fancy  and  see  how  it 
went.  (I  had  not  thought  it  out).  At  one  of  the  shows  I 
decided  this  was  the  night  I was  going  to  ask.  Then,  the 
MC  spoke  of  an  annual  contest  that  I had  never  heard 
of.  It  seems  in  July  of  each  year  they  allow  amateurs  to 
sign  up  and  and  compete  in  a pageant  style  show,  for 
the  title  of  "Miss  Toast  of  the  Town  House". 

I signed  up.  I was  told  that  there  are  requirements 
for  the  winner,  and,  in  my  delusion,  I actually  thought 
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aLx")ut  them.  Who  in  heaven's  name  would  have  thought 
I'd  win.  Since  I could  so  easily  sign  up,  I expected  other 
amateurs  to  do  the  same.  I did  not  anticipate  that  some 
of  the  regulars  would  also  sign  up  to  get  the  $300  prize 
money  and  the  title  for  their  career  "title  acquisition".  It 
looks  good  on  the  resume. 

"\jjkc-k  wtAi  (jou  outkc-  in  qutitlott?" 

Thirteen  signed  up,  ten  showed  up  and  five  were 
"experienced".  I talked  to  one  of  the  ones  who  dropped 
out — her  "dresses  weren't  ready  yet".  Huh!  She  was 
having  dresses  made?  (A  clue.)  I had  heard  that  one  of  the 
regular  drag  performers  I admired  was  up  for  the  contest. 
(Another  clue.)  Dramatica  has  a deep  and  intoxicating 
look,  always  top  of  the  line  costumes,  tending  toward  the 
exotic,  with  highly  professional  makeup,  and  an  intent 
that  is  very  focussed.  She's  got  the  goods  and  knows  how 
to  use  them. 

The  winner  of  the  contest  was...  Dramatica,  surprise. 
The  runners-up  were  a couple  of  the  other  drag 
performers.  I placed  in  the  middle  where  I belonged.  So, 
what  happened  to  me? 

I decided  to  do  a number  from  VictorA/ictoria,  "Lejazz 
Hot",  because  I had  the  movie  and  could  practice  and 
mimic  Julie  Andrews'  dance  moves.  I figured  the  remedy 
to  a professional  Drag  Queen  was  a professionally 
choreographed  routine.  I may  have  been  right,  but... 

(£  tk-  £ko\xi. 

The  Casual  Attire  segment  had  the  drag  queens 
presenting  in  very  "fancy"  attire.  One  wore  a skirt  to 
the  floor  that  was  fringes  up  to  her  ya-ya.  The  intent  was 
obviously  to  show  a good  tuck.  The  professionals  were 
briefed,  or  asked  questions  of  the  former  contestants  and 
knew  the  ropes.  They  were  ready.  I and  the  others  were 
playing  it  "straight".  (Did  I say  that?) 

I dressed  in  everyday  casual,  but  a little  more  made  up 
than  for  an  outside  trip  of  cruisin'  and  being  in  public. 
I felt  good,  but  I didn't  real-leigh  look  at  the  crowd.  I 
mean  really  look  at  the  crowd.  Oh,  I noticed  there  were 
five  times  more  people  in  the  place  than  a regular  show 
night,  but,  of  course,  they  were  adoring  me,  right? 

The  Talent  portion  had  the  same  theme  and  the  pros 
were  ready!  Well,  what  would  you  expect?  I really  think 
I would  have  had  a chance  if  I had  just  been  able  to 
follow  through  with  the  routine  I had  practiced.  Yep,  you 
guessed  it.  I got  out  there,  saw  all  those  people  in  the 
audience  and  almost  lost  my  composure.  I felt  the  need 
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of  the  audience,  the  expectation.  1 was  bewildered  by  the 
psychic  drain  that  they  just  wanted  to  be  entertained  so 
badly  that  they  stared  at  the  object  of  their  attention  with 
hungry  eyes.  Go  figure.  All  I can  say  is  it's  dramatically 
different  to  be  in  a drag  show  than  to  see  one,  especially 
a pageant  like  this,  with  a very  large,  eager,  and  ravenous 
audience. 

My  nerves  got  the  best  of  me.  My  knees  literally  shook. 
I've  never  experienced  that  before.  The  routine  found  its 
way  out  of  my  head,  down  through  my  elegant-leigh 
costumed  body,  into  the  floor,  out  to  the  front  door,  and 
began  hitchhiking  its  way  to  another  more  friend-leigh 
venue.  I,  of  course,  having  practiced,  was  not  totally 
undefended.  I was  able  to  wing  it  and  not  look  like  a 
total  fool.  But  I missed  several  dance  cues  that  would 
have  made  the  act  special.  The  costume  was  as  good  as 
an  amateur  could  make  it.  I knew  the  words  succinct- 
leigh,  but  pairing  the  words  with  the  correct  inflection 
and  throat  quaver,  and  matching  up  the  dance  moves 
while  feeling  emotionally  drained  by  the  crowd  was  a 
distinct  challenge. 

At  one  point,  I remember  looking  at  the  judges  and 
knowing  that  they  wanted  me  to  succeed.  Monica 
West,  a performer  and  one  of  the  judges,  was  mouthing 
encouragement.  But,  it  was  too  much  for  me.  I saw  the 
disappointment  in  her  facial  expression  and  eyes  when  I 


missed  a major  cue  in  the  dance  routine.  She  was  for 
me,  but  I had  to  do  the  work! 

It  was  a wonderful  experience  and  I will  treasure  it 
as  long  as  I live.  I have  my  video  that  my  daughter  and 
son  made  of  my  act  for  me.  Those  in  the  nursing  home 
are  gonna  get  real  tired  of  me  trying  to  show  it  to  them, 
when  1 get  there. 

The  final  segment  was  the  Formal  competition.  I had 
made  my  own  dress,  and  waited  patiently,  as  each  of  us 
were  brought  out  to  show  ourselves  and  answer  a "beauty 
pageant"  question,  "What  would  you  do  to  promote  the 
Town  House,  if  you  win?"  I did  not  answer  well,  but 
was  not  that  bad.  Again,  I was  probably  in  the  middle. 
We  were  paraded,  and  allowed  to  show  ourselves  off 
several  times  and  made  to  feel  important  for  our  short 
sojourn  on  that  hallowed  stage.  I knew  how  to  walk  and 
stand,  from  my  daughter's  modeling  training  during  high 
school.  I enjoyed  this  part  most  immensely.  It  was  what 
we  all  want  the  most  in  our  particular  affinity,  to  show 
off  before  a huge  crowd.  This  was  a joy  1 am  not  able  to 
express. 

During  each  appearance  we  were  announced  and 
talked  about.  Since  I had  come  to  know  the  MC  from 
other  nights  at  the  club,  when  "Lilly  White"  found  out  that 
my  son  had  just  turned  21  and  was  there  in  support,  she 
mentioned  it  to  the  audience.  She  is  such  a sweetheart! 
It  was  a heaven  I didn't  expect  and  joyous-leigh  drank 
in  to  savor. 

~\\it  p?uviikj  QoKKcdioti! 

My  son  was  out  with  his  paramour  (and  the  mother  of 
his  child.  Yep,  I'm  a "grand-trans-mama"!)  My  daughter, 
22,  was  the  designated  driver  for  the  others,  because  they 
were  out  for  a good  time.  And,  as  I gauge  the  reactions 
during  the  night,  they  got  one!  I can't  even  imagine  how 
to  explain  how  wonderful  it  was  to  have  them  there 
for  me  at  a time  like  that.  My  daughter  had  never  seen 
me  dressed  before,  and  here  1 was,  trying  to  entertain 
in  costume,  looking  as  feminine  as  I could  with  all  the 
tricks  of  modern  makeup  science  (well,  those  few  that  I 
know  <wink>). 

They  saw  it  all  and  my  son,  repeatedly,  expressed  how 
"proud  of  you"  he  was.  Videos  were  shot,  pictures  were 
taken.  Love  was  exchanged.  1 am,  absolute-leigh,  blessed 
to  have  such  wonderful  offspring.  And  they  stayed  until 
the  end.  They  saw  a different  Leigh.  They  didn't  flinch, 
and  for  that  1 am  very  impressed  and  proud  of  the  people 


their  mother  and  I were  able  to  send  into  the  world! 

So,  where  do  1 go  from  here?  (Remember  I asked  that 
in  the  beginning  of  this  article?)  1 am  excited  to  find 
out.  1 am  hoping  the  fates  will  continue  to  be  kind  to 
me.  I will  continue  to  push  the  envelope  in  ways  I can't 
yet  imagine.  1 am  a proud  member  of  a group  called 
PinkEssence  that  has  national  scope.  I am  the  Minnesota 
social  coordinator  and  moderate  the  group's  local  web 
presence.  If  you  are  interested  in  PinkEssence  go  to 
www.pinkessence.com  and  look  for  your  state.  If  you're 
in  Minnesota,  we'll  be  seeing  each  other! 

Always  remember,  your  future  is  determined  by  your 
present  level  of  courage.  Every  clay  you  can  change 
yourself,  and  become  what  you  wish.  But,  you  have  to 
decide  what  it  is,  and  go  for  it.  Its  out  there  waiting  for 
you! 

Eeigh  Smythe — a Minnesota  T-girl 

A proud  member  of  PinkEssence,  a group  forTGs. 

http://www.pinkessence.com 


1633  West  Irvi 


1633  West  Irving  Park  Rd 
Chicago,  IL  60613 
773-526-6960 


We  carry  a 
full  eelection 
of  Wigs  and 
Wig  Accessories 
Jewelry  & 3reast 
Forms... 

We  do  professional 
Makeovers. 


Visit  us  on  the  net  at 
http://www.0eocities.com/rachelswigs  .. 
or  contact  us  hy  emaii  at: 
merachei@megsinet.net 


Hi  to  all  my  loyal  readers  and  glamour 
bunnies!  Welcome  to  another  wonderful  issue 
of  Lady  Like.  We  know  they  keep  you  going 
and  that's  why  we  keep  going.  Sometimes  it's 
hard  to  carry  on,  what  with  the  rheumatism 
and  those  flare  ups  of  gout.  It's  hard  to  keep 
ourselves  on  the  cutting  edge  when  we're 
more  worried  about  something  cutting  off  our 
circulation...  which  is  poor  enough  already. 
Ouch!  My  sciatica  just  grabbed  me!  Where's 
that  hot  water  bottle? 

Seriously,  the  age  factor  is  something  that 
all  humans  will  have  to  deal  with  if  they  last 
long  enough.  Young  people  don't  really  have 
a concept  of  getting  old  and  they  don't  really 
understand  that  change  is  part  of  life.  They  tend 
to  think  that  they'll  live  forever  doing  the  things 
they  do  and  being  exactly  the  same.  Sometimes 
that  can  lead  to  transgendered  people  not 
dealing  with  their  issues  when  they're  young 
(and  could  better  enjoy  their  trans  experience) 
and  they  put  off  dealing  until  they're  older 
and  the  shadow  of  the  Grim  Reaper  makes 
them  say,  "Hey!  If  I'm  gonna  wear  some  pretty 
dresses  1 better  do  it  soon." 

In  the  Letters  column  this  issue  our  reader, 
Jane,  comments  that  JoAnn  and  1 just  get  better 
like  a fine  brandy.  Jo  and  I are  lucky  enough 
to  have  that  going  for  us  and  we  thank  Jane 
for  the  comment.  It  must  be  our  genes,  or 
something.  But  our  age  is  actually  a plus  that 
helps  us  look  better.  We've  had  the  benefit  of 
dressing  for  a long  time.  (No,  we  will  NOT 
say  how  long  in  print.)  We've  learned  tricks 
and  techniques  through  the  years  that  allow 
us  to  still  look  sexy.  But  the  clock  is  ticking 
and  we're  not,  as  they  say,  getting  any  younger. 
The  desire  to  crossdress  isn't  going  to  go  away, 
although  1 do  know  some  whose  dressing 


desire  has  diminished  with  age.  1 also  know 
some  very  old  ladies  who  still  love  to  get  out 
enfemme  and  I think  I'll  probably  be  one  of 
those  in  a few  more  years.  So  how  you  handle 
your  crossdressing  as  you  age  is  is  something 
you  need  to  consider.  If,  as  Leigh  Smythe  tells 
us  in  this  issue,  you're  sixty  and  you  want  to 
compete  in  a drag  pageant,  should  you?  Why 
not?  It's  going  to  be  harder  than  it  would  have 
been  in  your  twenties  or  thirties  but  if  you've 
always  wanted  that  experience  go  on  and  do 
it.  Take  precautions  to  minimize  looking  silly, 
unless  you  decide  to  do  that  as  your  act,  and 
go  ahead,  dive  in. 

What  are  the  advantages  of  being  an  older 
CD?  For  one  thing,  after  you  reach  a certain 
age  your  testosterone  level  drops  of  it's  own 
accord.  You  may  develop  a bit  more  breast 
tissue  (sensitive  breast  tissue)  and  you  may 
stop  growing  as  much  body  hair.  I know  older 
men,  including  my  own  father,  who  have  lost 
their  leg  hair.  Now  there's  an  advantage... 
smooth  legs  and  no  stubble,  and  a reduction 
in  the  razor  budget.  Ah,  the  many  advantages 
of  age. 

As  you  age  the  pressure  to  be  sexy,  like  your 
testosterone  level,  drops  off.  If  you  adjust  your 
style  and  dress  closer  to  your  chronological 
age  (still  a few  years  younger  since  we  all  look 
younger  in  makeup)  you  can  find  yourself  in 
a pleasant  spot  where  young  men  (with  high 
testosterone  levels)  stop  checking  you  out.  Sad, 
you  say?  Well  if  you're  a heterosexual  CD  it 
takes  a lot  of  the  anxiety  out  of  dressing  up  and 
going  out.  You  can  be  the  lady  you  want  to  be 
and  not  have  to  worry  about  attracting  undue 
attention.  When  the  young  guys  scan  for  hotties 
they  pass  you  over  as  an  "older  woman"  so 
you  don't  have  to  worry  about  them  checking 
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you  out  so  closely  that  they  see  through  your 
glamour  and  trouble  ensues. 

The  best  things  though  are  the  memories.  I 
look  back  on  all  the  things  IVe  done  enfemme, 
from  appearing  on  The  Donohue  Show  and 
The  Morton  Downey  Junior  Show,  to  going  out 
to  numerous  clubs  (gay,  lesbian,  straight  and 
''other")  where  I've  danced,  partied,  and  met 
all  kinds  of  people  over  the  years.  I'm  amazed. 
Did  1 really  do  that?  Why,  yes,  I did!  All  of  the 
experiences  I've  had  since  I stepped  out  of  my 
closet  are  what  I really  cherish.  Over  the  years 
I've  discarded  outfits  but  I've  still  got  all  my 
memories  of  good  times  gone  by.  (And  more 
than  a few  photos!)  One  word  of  advice,  don't 
look  back  and  just  find  the  inside  of  your  closet 
in  your  memories.  Finish  reading  this  issue  of 
LadyLike  and  then  make  some  plans  to  get  out 
of  the  house,  meet  up  with  some  friends  (even 
if  you  haven't  met  them  yet)  and  have  some 
fun.  Enjoy! 


Feminize  & Glamorize! 

Look  and  feel  sensual,  sexy  and  feminine,  no 
matter  what  size  you  are!  Our  retail  store  and 
websites  specialize  in  all  sizes  of  lingerie  and 
clothing.  We  offer  shoes  and  boots  to  size  17, 
including  custom-made  feminine  footwear  in 
mens  sizes! 

Whether  it’s  clothing,  wigs,  shoes,  makeup,  corsets  or 
hosiery,  our  tg/cd  sites  are  Number  1 on  the  Web!  And, 
when  in  South  Florida,  visit  our  retail  store  for  shopping 
and  a full  transformation! 

• Clothing  & Accessories  visit;  www.drag-queen.com 

• Shoes  & Boots  to  Size  17,  including  custom-made 
footwear,  visit:  www.allheelsformen.com 

• Crossdressing  Kits  visit:  www.tgboutique.com 

• Silky  & Sensuous  Hosiery  visit:  www.hosieryformen.com 

Catalogues  Are  Available  For  $7.00. 

Secrets 

4509  N.  Pine  Island  Road 
Sunrise,  FL  33351 
954-748-5855 
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LINGERIE  AND  ACCESSORIES  BOUTIOUE 

225  Deer  Park  Ave.  Babylen  Viliaee.  N.Y.  11702 


14/e  cherry  eyerytkii^dr  all 
yoHr  Crdsidrcfii}^  needs. 


Owned  Oyera/ed 


Wigs 
Gaffs 
Bras 
Corsets 
Jewelry 
Make  Up 
Breast  Forms 
Fetish  Wear 
French  Maid 
Little  Girls  Outfits 
Lingerie  to  6 X 
Foundations  & Girdles 
Large  Selection  of  Shoes  and 
Boots  Up  to  Size  17 
Large  Selection  of  Hosiery 
Body  Stockings  to  6X 


Diane  the  owner,  is  a Licensed 
Cosmetoiogist/Makeup  Artist. 

We  invite  you  to 
book  an  appointment  for  your 
transformation  today. 

Safe  <S  Secure  Shopping  to 
Provide  You  with  the  Best  Quality 
Merchandise  At  Reasonable  Prices 


631-587-3655 

WWW . crossdressusa . com 
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Look!  On  the  stage  at  Bob  and  Barbara's!  It's  not  a 
bird,  plane  or  other  recognizable  thing.  It's  The  Dumpsta 
Players!  The  Dumptsas,  as  they  are  known,  picked  that 
name  since  a lot  of  their  wardrobe  and  props  have  at 
one  time  or  another  been  found  in  a dumpster  and 
recycled  into  the  act. 

And  what  an  act!  The  troupe  lives  up  to  its  name  by 
putting  together  a once-a-month  extravaganza  of  drag, 
genderbending,  and  lip-sync  to  go  over  the  top  and 
entertain  with  two  act  parodies  of  society's  joys  and  ills. 
They  concentrate  on  the  ills.  A typical  Dumpsta  show 
featured  everyone  from  Paris  Hilton  to  Zsa  Zsa  Gabor, 
Lindsey  Lohan  to  Liz  Taylor.  The  cast  (over  twenty  strong) 
is  made  up  of  genetic  males  and  females  but  anyone 
might  end  up  portraying  Miss  Hilton.  The  action  takes 
place  anywhere  on  earth,  from  Club  Botox  (a  trendy 
Hollywood  hotspot)  to  your  senior  prom.  They've  even 
recreated  a California  earthquake  right  there  on  the 
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Bob  and  Barbara's 
stage. 

The  production 
values  are,  as  might 
be  surmised,  low. 

The  lighting  grid  is 
a few  clip-on  lamps 
from  Home  Depot. 

The  stage  i s a p i ece  of 
bare  plywood  and 
the  bar  sells  a shot 
and  a beer  for  three 
bucks.  This  isn't 
Broadway,  but  it's 
oh  so  much  more 
fun! 

The  mind  behind 
the  Dumpstas  is 
Ricky  Paul,  a.k.a. 

Dj  K-Tell  and  the 
featured  queens  are 
The  Divine  Miss  jimmi  and  Amanda  Playwith,  but, 
as  mentioned,  anyone  in  the  cast  can  end  up  in  the 
drag  roles.  They've  even  had  a drag  queen  trapped  in 
a female  body  (Which  is  too  complicated  to  get  into). 
With  the  Dumpstas  the  possibilities  are  endless. 

The  madness  happens  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  the 
month  at  Bob  and  Barbara's  Lounge,  1509  South  Street 
in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  The  cover  charge  for  a 
Dumpsta  show  was  a mere  ninety  nine  cents  for  a long 
time  but  recently  it  jumped  to  $1 .99.  (The  horror!)  Still 
a bargain  for  a night  of  parody,  satire  and  perhaps  a bit 
of  irony.  Check  them  out  on  their  website  and  if  you're 
in  Philadelphia  on  the  third  Wednesday  and  need  a 
place  to  go  don't  miss  your  chance  to  experience  a 
Dumpsta  Players  show. 

The  Dumpsta  Players 
@ Bob  & Barbara's 
1509  South  Street 
Philadelphia,  PA  19146 
http: //WWW,  dumpstaplayers.  org/ 


The  dance  floor  at  Pi. 
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lifestyle.  Center  stage  is  a screen  showing  Betty  Page 
films  of  all  kinds.  On  one  Saturday  night,  I watched 
Barbarella,  featuring  Jane  Fonda.  All  sides  of  the  GLBT 
spectrum  are  not  only  welcomed,  but  encouraged  to 
be  there. 

On  some  nights  live  bands  are  scheduled.  Recent- 
leigh.  Harsh  Reality,  a heavy  metal  band  with  a strong 
TG  membership,  played  in  the  parking  lot  during  Pride 


A little  bit  south  in  the  city  of  Minneapolis,  in  a place 
on  the  fringes  of  the  University  of  Minnesota,  near  the 
corners  of  25th  Avenue  South  and  25th  Street,  is  a new 
club  that  opened  in  February  of  2007.  It  is  a GLBT  place 
that  serves  food  in  a cafe  style,  has  a very  active  club 
life,  and  in  a few  short  months  has  worked  its  way  into 
the  psyche  of  the  Twin  Cities  GLBT  community. 

After  meeting  with  the  manager,  Bennie,  on  a recent 
visit,  I was  again  reminded  how  rich  it  is  in  the  lesbian 


celebrations.  The  parking  lot  was  cleared  and  booths 
were  set  up  for  various  confections,  beer/drinks,  and 
food.  A large  crowd  enjoyed  the  pumped  music  in  all 
kinds  of  attire  from  goth  to  dainty,  from  piercings  to  the 
love-leigh  makeup  and  wigs  of  theTG  community. 

Pi  is  a nice  change  from  the  highly  polished 
clubs  in  downtown  Minneapolis.  The  entertainment 
is  a marvelous  combination  of  acts,  DJs,  and  the 
customers  who  frequently  are  more  fascinating  than 
any  entertainment  that  can  be  found  through  an  agent, 
canister,  or  electronic  media. 

Pi  is  well  worth  the  trip  to  an  obscure  neighborhood 
on  the  fringes. 


Sweet  Pea,  Leigh,  and  Lorna  at  Pi. 


2532  25th  Ave.  S.,  Minneapolis 
612-877-4368 

http:www.pibarandrestaurant.com 
h Up:// WWW.  my  space,  com/mpispi 


THE 

TRANSGENDER 

FUND 

A 50l(c)S  Corporation  Proudly  Serving  Our  Community  Since  2000 

“Please  don't  send  our  acti\ists  into  that  tough  battle  all  alone. 
Please  lend  your  financial  support 
for  a stronger  Transgender  Community . 

Make  a Difference 
by  making  a Donation*, 
and  by  making  it  Today! 

Thank  you  so  very  much!” 

Diane  Dale.  Chair,  The  TG  Fund 

PO  BOX  50,  FREEPORT,  ME  04032 
Phone/Fax:  (207)846-7997 
Email:  info@tgfund.org 

Website:  WWW  TGFUND.ORG 

^Checks/Money  Orders  may  be  made  payable  to  the  “TG  Fund“. 
Credit  Cards  are  accepted.  Donations  can  be  made  by  Mail.  Pbone. 
or  over  the  Fund's  Website. 
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Praises  BATB,  Fears  The  Web 

My  Dear  JoAnn, 

I am  so  sorry  to  have  fallen  behind  on 
my  Lady  Like  subscription  but  I have  been  away 
all  winter  and  just  got  back.  I will  enclose  all  the 
necessary  funds  for  that  and  of  course  my  reservations 
for  BATB07. 


I would  like  to  comment  on  all  those  things  you  do 
for  us.  Beauty  And  The  Beach  is,  of  course,  a simply 
wonderful  experience  and  all  I can  say  to  your  readers, 
if  you  have  not  been,  do  try  and  do  it. 

If  you  have  as  the  saying  goes,  "Never  been  out  of 
the  closet"  then  this  is  the  place  to  do  it.  I have  never 
met  a more  congenial  group  of  people.  In  all  the  years 
I have  gone,  I have  never  heard  a complaint,  an  unkind 
comment  or  anything  contrary,  ever.  Now  that's  a pretty 
good  thing  to  be  able  to  say  about  any  group  of  people 
these  days  when  everyone  seems  so  uptight.  So  pack 
your  lovely  things  and  come  enjoy  like-minded  people 
and  see  some  wonderful  fashion  ideas  you  may  only  have 
dreamed  about.  Or  you  can  be  as  subtle  as  you  wish. 

I wear  the  most  extravagant  fashions  I can  come  up 
with  and  extreme  makeup  by  Amanda,  and  big  hair  by 
Donna.  And  you  know  with  all  this  I have  been  all  over 
town  and  not  only  enjoyed  it  all  with  no  problems,  I 
even  have  a small  Fan  Club  of  locals  who  come  each 
year  to  see  me  and  then  stay  for  the  show  we  have.  This 
group  is  all  husbands  and  wives.  So  do  come,  we  will 
miss  you  if  you  are  not  there. 

Another  thing  you  may  be  shy  about,  sharing  a room. 
Well  don't  be.  You  will  meet  someone  just  as  nice  as 
you  and  in  most  cases,  especially  if  you  are  new  (your 
roommate)  will  help  you  get  ready  for  your  first  dinner  and 
usually  go  down  with  you.  It  works  out  very  well  because 
all  this  may  be  a bit  intimidating  till  you  settle  in. 

JoAnn  may  intimidate  you  a little  because  SHE  runs 
the  whole  show  like  a general.  But  not  only  will  you 
find  her  both  helpful  and  most  considerate,  she  keeps 
it  all  running  smoothly  to  all  our  benefit. 

I entered  the  Princess  Promenade  and  much  to  my 
surprise  (enjoyment  and  real  appreciation  for  all  the 
votes  I received)  I was  voted  Miss  Congeniality.  When 
you  have  a group  of  your  peers  vote  for  you  to  win  I 
can't  begin  to  tell  you  what  a great  thrill  it  is,  but  to 
me  it  was  a great  honor,  also.  The  competition  is  very 
strong.  Many  beautiful  ladies.  I have  enclosed  a picture 
of  me  in  my  cherished  ribbon. 

If  1 have  not  gone  on  too  long  already,  JoAnn,  I would 
like  to  make  some  more  comments. 

We  are  all  very  lucky  to  have  such  a wonderful, 
tasteful  magazine  as  LadyLike.  I am  sure  most  of  you 
have  seen  mags  come  and  go.  It  is  very  obvious  that 
JoAnn  is  very  competent  at  what  she  does  and  has  a 
great  support  staff.  To  make  all  this  work  she  also  needs 


your,  our,  support. 

One  of  the  things 
happening  these 
days  is  the  Internet. 

1 am  not  computer 
literate  so  I have 
limited  knowledge 
of  it  all.  But  the 
things  I do  know 
bother  me  a lot.  We 
are  all  involved  in 
a pursuit  of  which 
some  of  us  are  very 
public  and  some 
of  us  are  very  not 
public.  Now  JoAnn 
and  her  staff  are 
very  competent  and 
very  savvy  to  all  that 
is  involved.  It  is  my 
impression  that  it 
would  be  very  hard 
to  scam  anybody  at 
LadyLike. 

My  point  is  you 
can  feel  very  safe 
doing  business  with 
them  , especially  if 
you  are,  shall  we  say,  very  reserved  in  how  you  want 
to  proceed.  If  I am  lucky  enough  to  appear  in  LadyLike 
you  can  rest  assured  that  what  you  see  and  read  is  the 
way  it  says. 

On  a computer  it  is  possible  to  spin  any  kind  of  yarn, 
print  all  kinds  of  rearranged  pictures  and  just  generally 
mislead  you  anywhere.  You  have  no  idea  of  who  or 
what  you  are  dealing  with.  This  could  lead  in  all  sorts 
of  directions,  go  places  you  don't  want  to  go,  as  it  were. 
You  have  no  checks  and  balances. 

We  have  a group  at  BATB  who  are  setting  up  a 
website,  I believe  they  call  it.  These  are  people  you 
know  corresponding  with  people  they  know.  That  is 
fine  and  a great  idea.  I am  not  sure  roaming  around 
the  Web  is  okay  for  you.  My  point  in  all  this  is,  we 
need  to  very  strongly  support  LadyLike  as  it  is  a wholly 
different  and  a safe  place  for  all  of  us.  If  we  do  not 
support  it,  it  will  not  make  sense  to  keep  producing  it, 
and  you  will  all  be  left  with  no  security  blanket.  Good 
example:  Would  you  send  your  money  and  reservation 
to  go  to  an  event  you  had  only  learned  about  through 
the  Internet?  I sure  would  not,  no  way. 

So  keep  your  subscriptions  up  and  get  other  like- 
minded  girls  to  send  in  a subscription.  Better  still,  treat 
one  of  your  friends  to  a subscription  as  a present  or  a 
surprise.  Of  course,  make  sure  you  are  surprising  the 
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right  person. 

JoAnn,  I have  taken  the  liberty  to  send  another  picture 
of  me  as  Mae  West,  perhaps  for  Mirror-Mirror. 

Thank  you  so  much  for  all  your  support. 

Yours  Truly, 

Jayne 

JoAnn  replies:  Jayne,  I appreciate  all  the  praise 
you  heap  upon  us.  I can't  thank  you  enough  for  the 
unsolicited  endorsements  of  LadyLike  and  BATB. 
However,  I have  to  take  issue  with  your  comments 
about  the  Internet. 

The  net  is  a lifeline  for  many  closeted  TCs  who  have 
no  other  way  to  find  information  about  who  they  are 
and  who  we  are  in  the  greater  TC  community.  I've  had 
a website  [www.cdspub.comJ  on  the  net  since  1994.  I 
can't  count  the  thousands  of  people  who  have  visited 
the  site  and  found  the  book  or  video  they  needed. 

Also,  many  of  the  great  people  you've  met  at  BATB 
found  out  about  the  event  and  then  registered  for  it 
using  the  Internet.  So,  yes,  be  careful  about  what  sites 
you  visit  on  the  net  and  who  you  give  your  personal 
information  to.  But,  also,  know  that  both  LadyLike  and 
BATB  would  not  be  possible  without  the  Internet. 

One  last  note,  there  is  now  a Yahoo  Group  for  BATB 
participants  to  stay  in  touch  with  each  other  between 
events.  You  can  Join  by  going  to  [http: //groups. yahoo. 
com/group/BatB/JoinJ. 

Angela  sez:  Thanks  for  all  the  praise  for  LadyLike  and 
Beauty  And  The  Beach.  And  we  appreciate  your  efforts 
to  drum  up  subscriptions.  ( The  gift  subscription  idea  is 
great—Just  make  sure  the  recipient  is  able  to  get  LL  at 
their  address.  Questions  from  a wife  like,  "Honey,  what's 
this  LadyLike  magazine?"  should  be  avoided.)  But,  it's 
a new  century  and  even  LadyLike  magazine  is  now 
firmly  on  the  Internet.  There's  our  LadyLike  magazine 
site  at  http://www.llmag.com  where  you  find  info  on 
the  latest  and  coming  issues  of  LadyLike.  You  can  even 
download  a copy  of  older  issues  to  print  and  read  in  the 
privacy  of  your  own  home.  (Back  issues  are  limited  at 
this  time.)  Then  there's  our  online  magazine,  TG  Torum, 
which  can  be  found  at  http://www.tgforum.com.  Since 
LadyLike  readers  are  entitled  to  a subscription  to  TG 
Forum  those  of  you  who  haven't  done  so  feel  free  to 
stop  reading  and  go  to  TGF  now  and  subscribe.  You  get 
more  of  the  same  wonderful  stuff  you  get  in  these  pages 
online  at  TGF,  and  more. 

Photos  of  Ooys  Gone  By? 

Hi  Angela.  I ran  across  some  old  photos  recently  that 
I thought  you  might  get  a kick  out  of.  They  are  Polaroid's 
so  Tm  not  sure  they  are  printable  for  your  magazine.  The 
first  photo  (in  the  flowered  print  dress)  was  taken  when  I 
was  1 4.  My  mother  had  caught  me  the  day  before  when 
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she  came  home  early.  She  said  that 
she  knew  for  at  least  two  years  that  I was 
dressing  in  her  clothing  and  she  admitted 
that  she  always  wanted  a daughter,  and  since 
it  was  just  her  and  I,  what  the  heck.  The  day  she 
caught  me  we  must  have  talked  for  at  least  eight  hours 
until  she  finally  told  me  to  go  take  a bath  (young  girls 
don't  take  showers)  and  she  would  leave  something  on 
my  bed  and  then  come  clown  and  we  could  talk  a little 
more.  Well  that  something  on  my  bed  turned  out  to  be 
a baby  doll  with  matching  panties  so  I guess  she  was  ok 
with  my  crossdressing.  The  importance  of  the  photo  was 
the  next  morning  she  went  shopping  and  that  was  the 

first  outfit  that 
was  just  mine. 
Everything  I'm 
wearing  right 
down  to  my 
panties  was 
bought  just  for 
me. 

The  second 
photo  was  after 
I graduated 
from  high 
school.  The 
hairdo  is  my 
own  hair  and 
was  part  of  my 
first  experience 
of  living  24/7.  I 


lived  for  a I most  five  years  as  Judy  until  some  health  issues 
came  up  and  I thought  I was  giving  up  my  femininity  for 
a short  time  but  it  turned  out  to  be  quite  a few  years 
until  I put  on  a bra  and  panties  full-time.  Well  I thought 
you  might  enjoy  the  photos  and  I hope  all  is  well  with 
you. 

Big  Hugs, 

Judy 
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Angela  replies:  You're  right  about  the  printability 
of  the  pictures,  Judy.  Even  though  the  shot  of  you 
at  fourteen  is  not  that  clear  you  do  seem  to  be  a bit 
"mature"  in  the  photo.  Of  course  I haven't  seen  that 
many  fourteen  year  old  crossdressers  and  it  may  indeed 
be  you  at  a tender  age.  On  the  other  hand,  it's  possible 
that  it's  you  just  a few  years  ago.  Jayne's  concern  that 
the  Internet  can  mislead  people  is  not  only  applicable 
to  that  medium,  photos  can  be  falsely  represented  in 
any  venue.  I'm  not  saying  that's  what's  going  on  here  so 
please  don't  take  offense.  I'm  just  say  in'... 

In  any  event  enjoy  your  photo  in  Ladylike,  be  it  fact 
or  fun  fiction. 

She  Just  Can’t  Get  Enough 

Dear  Angela, 

Issue  #69  has  just  arrived  and  as  usual  I had  to  stop 
everything,  relax,  and  read  it  from  cover  to  cover.  It's 
like  a bar  of  chocolate;  you  don't  want  to  stop  until  you 
have  consumed  it  all.  Lady  Like  and  chocolate  have  the 
same  thing  in  common  for  us  girls,  we  just  don't  want 
to  put  it  down  until  we  have  completely  enjoyed  it  all, 
admiring  the  pictures  and  reading  all  of  articles,  then 
we  have  to  wait  until  the  next  issue  arrives  and  then  the 
same  cycle  begins  again. 

I am  grateful  that  you  were  able  to  use  my  letter 
and  a photo  in  issue  #69.  Gracing  the  pages  of  such  a 
wonderful  magazine  gives  me  such  a rewarding  feeling, 
I now  want  to  be  in  every  issue.  I know  this  is  being 
somewhat  selfish,  but  I'm  like  most  of  us  girls,  we  can't 
get  enough  of  looking  at  ourselves. 

I have  dressed  off  and  on  for  at  least  30  years  but 
I didn't  really 
allow  my 
feminine  side 
to  emerge  and 
mature  until 
much  later  in  my 
life.  Now  that 
I'm  retired  she 
has  been  given 
the  opportunity 
to  grow.  Being 
retired  has 
additional 
advantages  other 
than  not  having 
to  work  daily.  It 
has  allowed  me 
the  opportunity 
to  project  and 
maintain  a 
more  feminine 
style,  letting  my 


hair  grow,  wearing  longer  nails  and  wearing  eyeliner. 
The  disadvantage  of  being  older  is  that  the  changing 
contour  of  our  body  does  not  always  fit  into  the  style  of 
dresses  and  lingerie  that  we  like  to  wear.  I have  had  the 
pleasure  of  going  to  a very  understanding  electrologist 
who  has  removed  my  mustache,  beard  and  shaped  my 
brows.  What  a wonderful  feeling  it  is  to  always  have 
smooth  hairless  skin,  this  is  something  that  I wish  I had 
started  30  years  ago,  the  end  results  are  well  worth  the 
time  it  has  taken  and  the  associated  expense. 

I really  enjoyed  Amanda  Richards  "Glamour  Bits" 
article  and  her  suggestions  on  simple  products  that  will 
make  our  dressing  and  make-up  chores  simpler.  This 
information  was  very  helpful  and  1 hope  that  she  will 
continue  to  share  her  experiences  and  know  how  with 
future  tips. 

The  changes  you  have  implemented  to  theTGForum 
website  are  maki ng  a difference.  It  is  now  a place  we  can 
go  for  information,  news  and  articles  between  issues  of 
Lady  Like.  1 now  access  it  at  least  daily  and  have  posted 
a few  pictures.  It  seems  that  more  ladies  are  posting 
pictures  than  before.  1 would  proudly  recommend  the 
site  to  other  ladies.  Looking  forward  to  when  the  llmag 
web  site  allows  us  to  post  photos. 

I am  enclosing  a couple  of  pictures  and  hope  that  you 
are  able  to  utilize  them  is  a future  issue  of  Ladylike. 

Keep  up  your  diligent  efforts  to  supply  us  ladies  with 
such  a wonderful  publication. 

Lucinda  Grace 

Customer  # 41 82 

Lucinda@tgforum.com 

She's  Felt  That  Cool  Breeze 

Sisters  Dear, 

Ifs  been  a cool  spring 
and  (I'm)  loving  it  as  a girl 
can  wear  her  hose  gartered, 
attached  to  her  favorite 
boned,  open  corset. 

Perhaps  my  photo 
enclosed  can  appear  in 
Mirror-Mirror  as  have 
so  many  other  beautiful 
crossdressers.  You  have  my 
permission  to  do  so  along 
with  the  address  printed  on 
the  back. 

Thank  you  and  hope, 
considering  all  things,  that 
your  success  continues. 

Sincerely, 

Carlotta,  PO  Box  201 

Glenford,  NY  12433 


Sorry  Carlotta,  we  just  coulcin 't  put  your  picture  in 
Mirror-Mirror— so  we  printed  it  here. 

Slow  Closet  Extraction 

Dear  JoAnn  and  Angela, 

I have  been  an  admirer 
of  your  magazine  for  many 
years.  It  has  maintained  its 
great  quality!  1 am  enclosing 
several  photos  of  me  with 
this  note  which  I hope  you 
can  use  with  the  Letters 
section  and/or  Mirror-Mirror. 

I would  be  thrilled  if  you 
could. 

I am  a mature,  longtime 
CD  who  just  loves 
femininity,  dressing,  makeup 
and  shopping.  I live  in  the 
Delaware  Valley,  in  South 
Jersey  near  Philadelphia.  It  is 
my  greatest  desire  to  actually 
meet  and  get  to  know  some 
other  girls.  I started  to  come 
out  of  the  closet  about  two 
years  ago  but  it  is  slow  and 
most  of  my  femmy  friends 
are  a good  distance  away.  1 
am  outgoing,  dependable 
and  fun.  I would  also  love  to 
have  a girlfriend  to  go  to  CD 
events  and  meetings  with. 

Sincerely, 

Robin 

PO  Box  1214 

Bellmawr,  NJ  08099-5214 

robingirl@tgforum.com 

Angela  says:  I thought  your  email  looked  familiar  and 
then  I knew  from  where  — you're  on  my  Laptop  Lounge 
mailing  list!  If  you  haven't  come  to  a Laptop  Lounge 
yet  (and  this  goes  for  you  girls  in  Alaska  and  Florida, 
too!)  what  are  you  waiting  forf  It's  the  best  place  in  the 
Philly  area,  outside  of  Renaissance  meetings,  to  meet 
other  TGs.  Don't  miss  another  Lounge!  (http:/ /www. 
tgatll.tv) 

She’s  Back!  And  Look  At  Her  Front 

Hi  JoAnn, 

It's  been  a very  long  time  since  I've  written  to  LadyLike 
or  sent  in  a photo  for  Mirror-Mirror.  I've  been  taking 
hormones  for  five  years  now!  I'm  coming  out  a little 
more  and  more!  These  are  my  real  breasts!  I stopped 
using  breast  enhancers  about  two  years  ago! 
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They 
do  work! 
I took  my 
temininity  too 
tar!  But  1 love  it!  My 
skin  is  softer!  Well, 
loAnn  it  started  all  with 
your  great  magazine,  I 
think  issue  46.  Got  to 
run!  Send  out  all  of  my 
love! 

Alison  Van  Horn 

PMB  350  1 5 Paradise 
Plaza 

Sarasota,  FL  34239- 
6905 


Well  Alison,  the 
hormones  have 
certainly  developed 
your  chest  and  they 
seem  to  have  given 
you  a tendency  to 
over  use  exclamation 
marks.  (We  actually 
took  out  a few.)  But 
seriously  though,  now 
that  you've  grown  your  lovely  breasts  please  take  the 
time  to  have  regular  breast  exams  and  mammograms. 
Having  natural  breasts  puts  you  in  the  same  position 
as  GCs  which  means  having  to  stay  alert  for  signs  of 
breast  cancer.  An  ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a pound 
of  cure  so  talk  to  your  doctor  today. 

And,  one  other  thing.  Everyone— stop  leaning  forward 
to  show  off  your  breasts  to  the  camera!  Even  Candy 
does  it  all  the  time  and  it  just  doesn't  make  you  look 
good.  Stand  up  straight  and  hold  your  chest  high.  Then 
you'll  look  like  a confident,  sexy  lady  with  a nice  bust 
line.  The  leaning  over  and  bending  down  stuff  makes 
you  look  like  you're  either  an  embarrassed  schoolgirl 
or  you're  losing  your  balance.  If  you  want  to  show 
cleavage,  sit  down,  put  the  camera  above  you,  look  up 
toward  it,  expand  your  chest  and  get  a shot  from  above 
of  your  sexy  pair.  That  way  we  can  see  your  pretty  face, 
your  lovely  smile  and  your  enormous  knockers  all  at  the 
same  time. 


More  Inspiration  In  Youth 

Dear  JoAnn  and  Angela, 

While  looking  through  Z.ac/)//./7ce,  issue  69, 1 happened 
to  read  Randi  June's  letter  in  which  she  mentioned  a 
childhood  experience  of  seeing  a performance  by  a 
magician  and  the  effect  it  had  on  her. 
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As  1 read  that 
I was  reminded 
of  a childhood 
experience  I 
had.  When  I was 
around  nine  or 


ten  my  parents 
took  me  and 
my  sister  to  a 
performance  at 
theShrineCircus. 

As  I watched  it 
the  clowns  didn't 
make  me  laugh 
and  the  lion  act 
only  made  me 
nervous.  It  wasn't 
till  the  high 
wire  act  began 
that  I really  got 
interested.  I 
remember  seeing 
the  women 
involved  in  the 
act  and  their 
skin-tight  outfits. 

Of  course,  I told 
no  one  about 
how  I reacted 
but  it  made  quite  and  impression  on  me. 

A few  years  ago  before  my  mother  passed  away  she 
told  me  that  when  she  was  pregnant  with  me  there 
were  two  older  ladies  in  the  neighborhood  where  she 
grew  up  who  swore  she  was  going  to  have  a girl.  I was 
amazed  to  hear  that  and  thought  maybe  their  prediction 
had  something  to  do  with  old  country  folklore.  But,  I 
have  thought  since  that  maybe  they  weren't  entirely 
wrong. 

Thank  you  so  much  for  including  a photo  of  me  in 
issue  69.  I always  look  forward  to  Mirror-Mirror  and 
the  reader's  letters.  I loved  the  profile  with  the  gorgeous 
Kalina. 

Hope  all  is  well. 

Love, 

Beverly  C#3903 


Spring  Has  Sprung  But  This  Letter's  Just  Run 

Spring  Greetings  to  All, 

Well  it's  not  exactly  spring  here  in  the  northeast 
but  it's  getting  closer  every  day.  Soon  I'll  be  playing  in 
the  dirt  again!  Recently  I heard  that  gardening  helps 
promote  the  release  of  serotonin  from  the  brain  which 
is  like  "happy  juice"  for  the  body  and  soul.  I guess  that's 
why  I'm  always  happy! 


Thanks  for  your  kind  words  Jane.  If  you  can  age 
like  a fine  brandy  and  not  like  an  old,  dry  fruit  then 
you're  doing  okay.  joAnn  and  I are  both  grateful  that 
we  been  more  like  brandy  and  have  so  far  gotten  better 
with  age.  See  my  Reality  Check  for  more  thoughts  on 
transgender  aging.  And  don't  worry,  as  long  as  the 
post  office  delivers  your  photos  all  of  you  computer 
challenged  ladies  need  not  fear,  they  will  get  printed  in 
LadyLike. 

The  LadyLike  Letters  column  is  your  spot  to  comment 
on  LL  or  anything  you  feel  like.  Send  you  letters  to  the 
address  on  page  3 or  by  email  to  angela@cdspub. 
com. 


Last  year  around  Labor  Day  my  wife  and  I were 
invited  to  a major  B.B.Q.  in  a state  park  with  about  200 
other  folks.  I decided  to  go  enfemme  and  had  a new, 
pink  canvas  pocketbook  which  was  embroidered  with 
daisies  and  butterflies.  Our  party  sat  at  the  perimeter 
under  thousands  of  pine  trees  and  waited  for  the  food 
to  cook  up.  As  I sat  there  a beautiful  blue  swallowtail 
butterfly  came  flitting  by  and  just  landed  on  my  hand. 
How  often  does  that  happen?  Was  it  my  pocketbook? 
Whatever  it  was  I felt  charmed  at  that  moment!  Sandy 
aimed  her  camera  and  snapped  off  a few  shots  before 


it  flew  away.  My  serotonin  was  flowing  for  the  rest  of 
the  day,  girls! 

Anyway,  thanks  to  all  who  have  written  (except 
for  Arnold).  And  thanks  for  reminding  me  about  the 
renewal;  your  magazine  is  the  best!  Keep  up  the  great 
work! 

As  always, 

Valarie  Ann 

4851 

Getting  Better  With  Age! 

I received  my  copy  of  LadyLike  69.  joAnn  and 
Angela,  you  two  ladies  look  great.  You  must  be  like 
good  brandy.  You  two  just  get  better  with  age.  Don't 
stop  now,  keep  with  it. 

Here  are  two  more  photos  of  me  taken  about  two 
years  ago.  I hope  that  you  ladies  do  not  forget  us  old 
gals  who  are  not  on  computer.  All  we  have  is  to  send 
our  photos  the  old  fashioned  way. 

I have  always  liked  your  magazine.  Until  I check  out 
off  this  earth  I will  always  subscribe  to  LadyLike.  You 
ladies  and  your  staff  do  good  work. 

Love  and  hugs, 

Jane 

Mail  to: 

John  C.  Walker,  Sr. 

I I Choctawhatchee  Dr.  NE 

Ft.  Watson  Bch.  FL  32548-5130 
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Ellen  McKinnon, 


Lisa  Ashley, 

PO  box  141057. 
Ibldedo,  OH 
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As  I look  through  my  LadyLike  magazine  issues,  I 
oftentimes  marvel  at  some  of  the  featured  women  or 
the  readers'  photos.  Usually  there  is  some  indefinable 
quality  in  the  individual  that  makes  one  wonder  why 
some  of  us  can  capture  the  archetypal  beauty  or 
femininity  that  most  of  us  strive  for — while  the  rest  of 
us  fall  somewhere  short. 

On  June  20,  2007  The  New  York  Times  and  most 
news  outlets  across  the  country  carried  the  obituary 
of  Robin  Olds,  retired  brigadier  general  and  true  life 
ace  fighter  pilot.  The  photo  accompanying  the  Times 
obit  showed  then-Colonel  Olds  during  his  service  in 
Vietnam,  clad  in  flight  suit,  with  a neatly  trimmed 
mustache  and  dangling  a jaunty  cigarette  as  members 
of  his  fighter  wing  hoisted  him  on  their  shoulders  to 
celebrate  his  100th  mission  over  North  Vietnam.  It 
made  me  wonder  how  some  men  can  capture  that 
kind  of  super-masculinity  in  their  one  person — while 
the  rest  of  us  fall  somewhere  short. 

General  Olds  was  himself  the  son  of  a fighter  ace 
in  World  War  I.  In  1943,  the  young  Robin  Olds  was 
commissioned  as  a fighter  pilot  in  World  War  II  and 
racked  up  an  impressive  number  of  air  victories  over 
Europe  where  he  flew  1 07  missions.  Because  he  was  a 
feisty  thorn  in  the  side  of  his  commanders,  he  did  not 
get  a commission  to  fight  in  Korea  but  came  back  in  the 
Vietnam  air  war  where  he  became  a legend  for  leading 
an  attack  that  downed  seven  MiG's  in  one  mission. 

His  sixteen  enemy  plane  hits  in  two  war  theaters 
qualified  him  as  a triple  ace  (5  are  enough  for  an  ace). 
Oh,  yeah,  he  also  played  both  offense  and  defense  for 
his  West  Point  Army  football  team  before  graduation 
and  was  good  enough  to  be  inducted  into  the  College 
Football  Hall  of  Fame  in  1 985. 

Well,  enough  for  the  uber-macho  history  lesson. 
Let's  see,  now  where  did  I put  my  false  eyelashes? 

I M4V  NOT  KNOW  ART 
BtT  I KNOW  WI1AT  I LIKE 

On  the  eve  of  our  nation's  231  st  birthday.  The  New  York 
Times  carried  an  article  about  an  art  exhibition  devoted 
to  the  life  of  Las  Vegas  and  Reno  showgirls.  A couple  of 
issues  ago,  I wrote  an  item  about  the  disappearing  job 
opportunities  for  casino  showgirls.  This  exhibition  sort  of 
grew  out  of  that  disappearing  landscape. 


Lou  Anne  Chessik  is  a statuesque  50  year  old 
former  showgirl  of  15  years  on  the  Vegas  and  Reno 
circuit.  She  organized  the  exhibit  in  conjunction  with 
a second  annual  reunion  for  former  showgirls  in  Reno. 
The  exhibit  will  feature  the  artwork  of  Terry  Ritter, 
herself  a former  showgirl  who  painted  portraits  of  her 
showgirl  co-workers  in  the  dressing  rooms  where  they 
bonded  before,  between,  and  after  shows.  (http:/Avww. 
terryritterart.com/) 

One  of  Ms.  Ritter's  subjects  was  Diane  Varney,  a 
now-retired  showgirl,  who  sells  real  estate  in  Las  Vegas. 
Ritter's  portrait  of  Ms.  Varney  shows  her  in  a pink  and 
white  feathered  showgirl  creation  with  a broad  swath 
of  sexily  arched  bare  back.  Diane  hopes  to  use  her 
showgirl  portrait  to  promote  her  business.  (I  can't  think 
of  a better  promotional  idea,  can  you?) 

Many  of  the  former  dancers  interviewed  feel  that 
the  popular  conception  of  the  Vegas  showgirl  has  been 
harmed  by  the  less  talented,  much  more  prevalent,  image 
of  today's  pole  dancing  strippers.  Most  of  the  showgirls 
were  classically  trained  dancers  and  according  to  the 
article,  "ballerina-sized  breasts  were  favored,  contrary 
to  popular  belief,  because  they  made  dancing  easier." 
Karen  Burns  told  the  reporter  that  she  has  been  married 
for  thirty  years,  has  a college  degree,  and  that  showgirls 
are  not  "bimbos."  Eileen  Edgecomb,  now  53,  long- 
retired  from  her  showgirl  life,  is  raising  two  boys.  She 
was  a "pony"  in  the  showgirl  reviews,  which  means  she 
was  one  of  the  short  (under  5'6")  dancers. 

Also  included  in  the  exhibit  will  be  pieces  of 
costumes,  and  other  artifacts  of  showgirl  life  and  lore. 
Karen  Burns  has  been  collecting  and  cataloging  stuff 
she  calls  "Showgirliana":  1,200  pieces  of  jeweled 
bras,  rhinestoned  g-strings,  colored  boots,  feathered 
headdresses,  and  all  the  tools  of  the  showgirl  trade. 

The  University  of  Nevada  at  Las  Vegas  has  included 
oral  histories  of  showgirls  in  its  history  of  labor  col  lection. 
Dr.  Michael  Green  of  the  College  of  Southern  Nevada 
says  that  a "reappraisal  [of  the  showgirl]  is  overdue. 
They  are  more  multilayered  figures  than  appearances 
would  suggest." 

And  we  love  those  layers.  Doc. 

IT’S  A riOLD-IJP,  OR  SUPPOSED  TO  BE 

Way  back  in  my  archives,  I found  another  New  York 
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Times  article  about  a subject  that  — no  matter  how 
much  we  discuss  it — we  never  completely  get  off  our 
chests:  the  brassiere.  The  strapless  brassiere  to  be  more 
precise. 

The  Times  reporter  did  a long  investigative  piece 
about  the  problems,  pains  and  perils  associated  with 
that  difficult  item.  Although  I was  unaware  of  it,  most 
women  don't  like  the  strapless  bra  for  a number  of 
reasons.  They  don't  fit  easily,  they  are  prone  to  droop, 
and  they  are  generally  awkward  to  wear.  Interesting, 
that  something  so  simple  in  concept  and  design  should 
be  so  vexing  in  application.  Ah,  but  that  (admit  it) 
is  part  of  the  appeal  for  us  in  dressing  in  unfamiliar 
women's  garments  in  the  first  place. 

The  strapless  brassiere  was  invented  in  the  1930's 
but  didn't  achieve  any  degree  of  popularity  until  the 
1950's  when  strapless  dresses  and  gowns  became 


fashionable  and  called  for  a brassiere  that  could  do  its 
job  below  the  scenes,  so  to  speak. 

Today,  despite  the  general  opinion  of  disdain  by  most 
females,  sales  of  strapless  brassieres  are  growing  at  1 7 
percent  over  last  year.  As  men,  we  can  all  applaud  the 
fact  that  brassieres  are  growing,  no  matter  what  the 
measure.  Thanks  to  the  coverage  of  celebrity  fashions, 
the  technology  of  strapless  bra  designs  is  ballooning, 
one  might  say.  There  are  a variety  of  new  strapless 
designs  that  incorporate  lightweight  materials,  or 
involve  gels  and  adhesives  to  provide  the  necessary  lift 
with  the  required  degree  of  invisibility. 

One  tip  for  women  (also  men,  I suppose)  who  are 


shopping  for  a strapless  bra  is  to  buy  a size  smaller 
than  the  normal  bra  size.  This  will  provide  the  snug  fit 
necessary  to  combat  the  pull  of  gravity  that  makes  the 
strapless  bra  such  a nerve-wrackingfashion  choice.  Dez 
Alfieri,  an  1 8 year  old  bra  shopper  told  the  reporter,  "I 
hate,  hate,  hate  strapless  bras.  I can't  find  one  that  fits 
the  right  way  or  gives  me  the  right  shape,  or  even  stays 
up."  Apparently  the  poor  girl  really  needs  something  to 
hold  her  breasts.  Who  will  help  her  out? 

Another  frustrated  bra  shopper  is  Kelly  Carcione,  a 
31  year  old  chocolate  maker  from  San  Francisco.  The 
Times  article  said  she  gave  up  trying  to  go  strapless  "after 
years  of  trying  to  squeeze  her  breasts  into  a potpourri  of 
bra  styles."  Ms.  Carcione  has  redirected  her  interest  in 
another  direction  with  an  even  greater  fetish  quotient. 
"A  pedicure  is  cheaper  than  any  strapless  bra  you're 
going  to  find.  Get  a sparkling  pedicure  and  show  your 
toe  cleavage  instead." 

Gulp. 


THE  GAME  JL5>T  ON 

On  May  2,  2007  Time.com  (the  online  version  of 
the  magazine)  had  an  article  about  drag  queen  bingo. 
Bingo  games  hosted  by  drag  queens  have  been  spouting 
up  and  holding  on  in  cities  around  the  country  since 
the  1990's.  According  to  the  article,  the  first  drag 
queen  bingo  night  happened  in  Seattle  at  an  AIDS 
charity  event.  The  mini-phenomena  quickly  spread  to 
other  cities  large  and  small  and  the  games  now  attract 
gay  and  straight  participants. 

I first  heard  about  drag  queen  bingo  in  Philadelphia 
and  assumed  it  was  a local  brainchild.  The  games  got 
some  attention  with  newspaper  articles  and  a public 
broadcasting  special.  I think  the  Philadelphia  PBS 
outlet  even  had  Carlotta  Ttendant,  the  local  hostess, 
on  during  one  of  their  pledge  drives.  The  late  Tammy 
Faye  Bakker  shared  the  stage  with  some  drag  queen 
bingo  hostesses  in  2002  before  a huge  crowd  in  Bible 
belt  North  Carolina. 
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It  seemed  like  a sensation  that  would  quickly  run  its 
course  to  become  a relic  of  the  public's  short  attention 
span.  So  I was  surprised  to  see  a recent  article  in  the 
Times  talking  up  the  continuing  popularity  of  bingo 
nights  hosted  by  men  in  drag. 

The  games  are  now  used  for  all  manner  of  charitable 
and  for-profit  promotions,  which  is  one  reason  the 
concept  lives  on.  The  Times  writer  happened  to  catch 
a bingo  night  at  Lips  restaurant  in  Manhattan  and 
heartily  endorsed  the  idea  of  spicing  up  boring  bingo 
games  with  a little  drag  queen  attitude  to  keep  the 
audience  on  the  edge  of  their  seats. 

The  ABC  network  is  developing  a National  Bingo 
Night  television  show  and  Time  reporter  Barbara 
Kiviat  asked  if  drag  queen  bingo  would  be  featured  in 
the  series.  "I  called  Andrew  Classman,  the  creator  and 
executive  producer  of  the  show  to  ask  if  drag  queens 
might  meet  bingo  on  national  television.  "That  probably 
wouldn't  be  a Season  One  occurrence,"  he  said.  "But 
we  do  look  at  this  game  as  something  everyone  can 
enjoy,  no  matter  what  gender  of  clothing  they  happen 
to  be  wearing."  Very  true,  Andrew.  But  trust  me:  it's 
more  fun  when  the  callers  are  in  drag." 

Honey,  everything's  a little  more  fun  when  you're 
in  drag. 

DR4Ci,  DINE  & D4^I1 

The  national  news  wires  covered  an  interesting  case 
of  dine  and  clash  from  the  Twin  Cities  area  on  July  1 1 , 
2007.  According  to  reports,  Reginald  Wilder  and  Lance 
Burrow  (the  latter  dressed  as  a woman)  were  having  a 
grand  old  night  at  some  fine  dining  establishments  when 
their  plans  hit  a bit  of  a snag.  I found  an  article  with 
photos  on  the  KARE-1 1 TV  website  from  Minneapolis- 
St.  Paul.  Accounts  of  the  episode  say  that  the  pair  acted 
as  a normal  couple  all  night  with  Mr.  Burrow  dressed  a 
woman  throughout  the  evening's  events. 

The  new  articles  report  that  the  couple  spent  over 
three  hours  dining  and  drinking  at  Temple  restaurant  in 
Minneapolis.  They  ran  up  a tab  of  $410  on  expensive 
entrees  and  drinks  but  as  the  waiter  brought  dessert  to 
their  table,  the  pair  got  up  and  ran  out  (with  cocktails 
in  hand),  leaving  the  restaurant  and  servers  empty- 
handed. 

According  to  the  RARE  report,  the  restaurant  owner, 
Thom  Pham,  had  personally  acted  as  the  couple's  host 
and  was  extremely  upset  at  their  low-class  action.  "I 
was  so  mad,"  he  said.  "This  is  just  not  right."  Knowing 
the  pair  was  long  gone,  Pham  had  just  one  thought:  "I 
hope  I see  those  people  again." 

As  fate  would  have  it,  he  did  see  the  couple  again 
that  very  same  night,  at  another  of  his  restaurants  across 
town,  where  the  pair  was  in  the  process  of  charging 
another  $200  worth  of  food  and  drink.  Pham  demanded 
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they  pay.  "The  guy  was  arguing  with  me  and  saying, 
'1  don't  know  what  you're  talking  about,"'  Pham  said. 
And  Pham  says  Wilder  kept  arguing,  finally  insisting 
he'd  get  some  money  at  his  home  across  the  street.  But 
as  Pham  followed  him  there,  he  says  Wilder  suddenly 
reached  in  his  pocket.  "It  was  kind  of  scary  because 
you  don't  know  what  he  has  in  there,  it  could  be  a 
knife  or  a gun,"  he  said.  And  so  the  judo  teacher  turned 
restaurant  owner  took  Wilder  down,  holding  him  until 
police  arrived.  "You  do  what  you  have  to  do,"  Pham 
said.  Both  men  are  now  charged,  and  required  to  pay 
their  $700  tab.  "All  I want  is  my  money!"  Pham  said. 

Mr.  Burrow,  the  one  dressed  in  drag,  tried  to  quietly 
slip  away  during  the  melee  (showing  a certain  feminine 
touch,  you'd  have  to  say)  but  was  apprehended  a short 
while  later  by  police  officers. 

Many  crossdressers  dreamily  fantasize  about  going 
out  on  a romantic  dinner  date  with  the  perfect  steel- 
jawed  escort.  If  your  attentive  date  asks  you  how  fast 
you  can  run  in  high  heels  as  you  daintily  nibble  your 
osso  buco,  you  may  be  in  for  more  excitement  than 
you  bargained  for. 
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How  To  Submit  Photos 

We  now  accept  digital  photos  if  they  are  of  sufficient  resolution.  Do  not  overly  compress  digital  photos.  Do  not  send  digital 
photos  by  email  without  permission  first.  We  cannot  use  inkjet  prints.  If  you  send  wet-film  photos,  we  need  glossy  photo- 
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your  photos,  we  will  print  your  address  with  your  photo  in  the  magazine  so  people  can  write  to  you  directly.  Do  not  write  on 
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Subscription  Rates: 
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THE  BEATCmS  m 

The  BEAT  is  none  other  than  the  fabulous  D.Q.E. 
(that's  drag  queen  extraordinaire)  JACKIE 
BEAT  who  made  me  one  ecstatic  broad 
when  she  agreed  to  be  the  Current 
Queen  for  this  issue.  I have  been  an 
adoring  fan  of  La  Beat  ever  since  I first 
met  her  at  a Buffalo  Gay  Pride  March 
and  Eestival  several  years  ago.  That 
girl  came  out  on  stage  like  a sequined 
cannon  ball  and  sheTORE  IT  UP. The 
crowd  went  wild  and  so  did  Jackie.  It 
was  one  helluva  night  which  we  still  talk 
about  and  won't  ever  forget. 

So  when  our  boss  lady,  Editor  Angela 
Gardner,  suggested  that  I interview  Jackie 
I immediately  emailed  her  about  it  and 
was  overjoyed  when  she  agreed.  I sent  her 
my  usual  list  of  questions  and  when  her 
answers  came  back  I was  flabbergasted. 

She  had  literally  written  the  article  for 
me,  and  I told  her  so.  EJer  answers  were 
both  interesting  and  entertaining.  They 
were  intelligent  and  articulate.  Often 
thoughtful  and  serious,  but  also  often 
very  hilarious.  It  was  a pleasure  to  read 
them  and  will  be  a pleasure  for  me  now 
as  I write  about  them. 

I didn't  ask  Jackie  her  age  because  I 
already  knew  it.  According  to  MySpace 
she  is  107.  She  lives  in  a two  bedroom 
house  in  E^ollywood  with  her  two  best 
friends,  her  precious  dogs  Baby  and  Lil 
Sister.  She  says  that  dogs  are  her  favorite 
thing  on  the  planet.  EHer  best  human  friend 
is  club  promoter  Mario  Diaz  who  is  also 
in  her  band  Dirty  Sanchez.  She  said  they 
do  just  about  everything  together. 

"It's  not  a sexual  relationship,  but 
eventual  lyeverythingturns  into  friendship. 


1 say  take  love  where  you  can  find  it — whether  it's  a 
sweet  little  dog  or  cat,  a best  friend,  a family  member, 
etc." 
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downhill  from  there,  honey." 

She  said  her  first  boyfriend 
did  her  up  in  drag  the  first 
time.  He  bought  a dreadful 
Anne  Klein  knit  dress  with  big 
gold  stars  and  moons  all  over 
it.  He  did  her  makeup  for  her 
and  she  says,  "With  my  bushy 
eyebrows  I kinda  resembled 
Brooke  Shields." 

She  didn't  mention  who  does 
her  makeup  now,  but  whoever 
it  is  he's  a Rembrandt.  Nobody 
has  makeup  more  fabulous 
than  Jackie's. 

Jackie's  act  consists  of 
"Stand-up  comedy  with  lots 
of  live  singing  thrown  in.  I 
sing  mostly  song  parodies 
that  are  really  filthy.  I have 


I asked  her  about  her  family.  Her  parents  are  deceased 
but  she  has  a sister  in  Scottsdale,  Arizona  where  she 
was  born,  and  a brother  in  Boston. 

On  the  subject  of  boyfriends  she  says,  "My  first 
boyfriend  was  Cuban  and  I always  joke  that  I do  not 
suggest  your  first  boyfriend  be  Cuban.  That's  like  your 
first  plane  ride  being  on  the  Space  Shuttle — it's  all 


many  CD's  available  at  www. 
jackiebeatrules.com  and  I also 
put  them  up  on  eBay." 

She  says  she  loves  to  venture 
into  the  audience  to  talk  to 
people.  If  they  try  to  be  funny 
she  tells  them  to,  "Let  mommy 
do  her  work.  Sit  back,  shut  up, 
and  let  me  make  fun  of  you 
please." 

When  asked  about  her  role 
models  she  mentions  Mary  Tyler 
Moore,  Carol  Burnett  and  Cher, 
"The  glamorous  ladies  who 
were  also  very  funny.  Today  I 
adore  queens  like  Lady  Bunny 
and  Sherry  Vine  who  know  how 
to  paint,  put  an  outfit  together, 
sing  live  and  be  HILARIOUS." 

I asked  her  where  she  shops 
and  Jackie  replied  that  she  has  a 
lot  of  her  stuff  made  but,  "I  also 
shop  at  Big  'n'  Bitter.  That's  what 
I call  those  fat  ladies  stores. 


I have  names  for  them  all.  Lane  Bryant  is  Plain  Giant. 
Ashley  Stewart , Ghastly  Stewart,  etc.  And  1 love  thrift 
stores.  With  fashion,  like  men,  a big  part  of  the  fun  is 
the  hunt!" 

As  far  as  travel  she  says,  "Thanks  to  gay  cruises  1 have 
done  (an  opening  for  Roseanne  Barr  on  tour)  1 have  been 
blessed  to  go  everywhere  all  over  the  U.S.  and  Europe. 

1 love  Paris,  Berlin,  Barcelona,  Rome — you  name  it. 
People  are  the  same  everywhere  you  go — basically 
good.  They  just  want  to  have  a drink  and  laugh." 

When  she  is  not  traveling  abroad  Jackie  is  kept  very 
busy  with  engagements  in  Hollywood,  plus  every  year 
she  does  her  legendary  Holiday  Show  here,  there  and 
everywhere.  On  top  of  all  the  appearances  and  shows 
she  is  the  star  of  a documentary  film  called  "My  Name 
Is  Jackie  Beat"  which  is  playing  and  winning  awards  at 
film  festivals  all  over  the  U.S.  and  Canada.  Just  a few  of 


the  stars  in  the  film  are  Margaret  Cho,  Roseanne  Barr, 
Joan  Rivers,  Lady  Bunny  and  Misstress  Formika. 

In  her  very  little  spare  time,  Jackie  says  she  enjoys 
simple  things  like  having  friends  over  for  TV  or  a movie 
and  making  dinner.  She  says,  "1  sing  funny  songs  all 
about  drinking  and  drugging  and  kinky  sex,  but  the 
real  me  does  not  indulge  in  any  of  these  things  and  is 
actually  quite  boring!  Of  course,  I love  spending  time 
with  my  dogs.  And  reading!  I love  to  take  a nice  hot 
bath  and  read  a good  book.  Oh,  and  1 LOVE  playing 
Scrabble  and  yes,  I will  kick  your  ass." 

i can  believe  Jackie  Beat  enjoying  simple  things  but 
I absolutely  can  not  even  imagine  her  being  boring. 
Not  the  cannon  ball  and  space  shuttle  queen  that  I 
know.  You  go  girl!  May  The  Beat  Go  On.  And  on  and 
on,  ad  infinitum. 


Ellen  McKinnon,  CA 
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I first 
published 
this  article  in 
2003.  Since 
then  i have 
had  countless 
requests  for  this 
information 
from  clients 

both  male  and  female.  I felt  that  now  would 
be  a great  time  to  publish  the  information 
again,  for  those  who  missed  it  the  first  time, 
and  to  refresh  everyone  else's  memory. 
Without  further  ado.  Feminizing  The  Male 
Face. 

That  masculine  image  looking  back 
at  you  in  the  mirror  may  seem  to  be 
your  worst  enemy  at  times,  but  it  can  be 
transformed  into  a beautiful  feminine  image. 
Instead  of  lamenting  your  masculine  features, 
consider  them  a palette  on  which  you  will  paint  the 
illusion  of  fabulous  femininity. 


As  a makeup  artist  I have  learned  that  through  the 
use  of  makeup,  different  quirks  or  imperfections  in  a 
face  can  be  enhanced  and  often  completely  corrected. 
Makeup  is  all  about  the  use  of  light  and  shadow. 
Objects  that  are  shaded  or  darkened,  recede.  Objects 
that  are  highlighted  or  lightened  will  become  more 
prominent. 

The  ideal  facial  shape  is  considered  to  be  a perfect 
oval.  All  of  your  corrective  measures  should  be  aimed 
at  bringing  your  facial  appearance  closer  to  that  ideal. 
When  correcting  with  makeup  you  can  strategically 
blend  lighter  and  darker  shades  of  foundation  or  brush 
on  lighter  and  darker  shades  of  loose  powder  over 
your  base  foundation.  Whatever  your  preference,  the 
techniques  in  this  article  will  provide  you  with  good 
results. 

Most  masculine  faces  are  considered  to  be  square. 
We  are  broad  at  the  forehead  and  jaw  line.  To  correct 
that  square  we  need  to  round  off  the  edges.  Think  of 
yourself  as  someone  carving  an  egg  out  of  a square 
block.  To  create  the  top  half  of  the  egg  blend  darker 
shades  from  your  temple  to  the  top  of  your  ear  and 
down  to  the  earlobe.  To  create  the  bottom  half  blend 
darker  shades  below  the  cheekbone  and  down  over 
the  widest  part  of  your  jaw. 


A 


\ 
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/ If  yoilr  forehead  protrudes, 
apply  darkening  shades  to 
the  area  along  the  hairline  to 
give  the  Illusion  of  depth. 
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rotruding  chin  can 
be  improved  by  applying 
darkened  shades  to  the  area 


alohg  the  jaw  lihe  to  make  it 
appear  to  recede. 


Another  common  situation 
is  a wide  nose.  To  slim  a wide 
nose,  darken  the  sides  and 
highlight  the  bridge.  To  lessen 
the  appearance  of  a bump,  apply 
darker  shades  to  that  area. 


To  correct  a crooked  nose,  apply 
straight  lines  of  shading  to  the 
protruding  side,  and  a straight  line 
of  highlighting  down  the  bridge  of 
the  nose. 


All  of  these  little  tricks  should  be  done  with  a light 
touch.  Too  much  of  a good  thing  can  have  you  looking 
like  a zebra  with  a skin  condition.  Be  especially  light 
if  you  are  going  to  use  any  of  these  techniques  on 
daytime  excursions  to  the  mall  or  your  local  hardware 
store. 

Don't  be  afraid  to  experiment,  and  always 
remember  my  three  favorite  words  when  applying 
your  makeup;  blend,  blend,  blend.  The  key  to  making 
any  makeup  look  work  is  to  blend  the  variations  in 
color  together,  feathering  the  edges  of  each  shade  so 
that  there  is  no  distinct  transition  from  one  shade  to 
the  next. 

With  practice,  I guarantee  that  you  will  achieve 
satisfying  results. 


Become  the  woman  of  your  dreams! 
Makeup  Application 
Glamour  Photo  Shoots 
Henry  Margu  Wigs 

2523  Willow  Park  Rd 
Bethlehem  Township  PA 
610-867-8059 

Call  or  email  for  your  appointment  • Visit  us  on  the  web  @ www.truecolorsmakeup.com 
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New  Mailing  Address 

Business  first!  Effective  immediately  we  have  a new 
mailing  address.  Please  change  your  records  to  reflect 
our  new  address  as  PO  Box  287,  Exton,  PA  1 9341 . No, 
we  haven't  moved  so  our  phone  number  is  the  same. 
Mail  sent  to  our  old  address  will  be  forwarded  for  a 
time  but  please  try  to  use  our  new  address  if  you  need 
to  send  us  mail.  Thanks 
We  Ain't  Gettin'  Any  Younger 

It's  interesting  how  sometimes  things  come  together. 
I'd  been  thinking  about  writing  on  ageing  and  Angela 
comes  up  with  her  editorial  independently  about 
ageing  and  we  have  Roberta,  our  Profile  girl,  who  looks 
fabulous  but  is  no  spring  chicken.  Lately,  I've  been 
thinking  about  getting  older  and  its  consequences. 

It  was  the  death  of  an  old  friend  that  started  me 
thinking.  When  I say  "old"  friend,  I mean  she  was  my 
age  (59)  but  we'd  known  each  other  since  we  were  9 
years  old.  The  only  person  on  earth  I knew  for  a longer 
period  of  time  is  my  sister. 

Anyway,  my  friend's  passing  wasn't  easy  nor  pretty. 
And  her  death  brought  home  to  me  how  easy  it  is  to 
let  time  slip  away.  "Oh,  I'll  call  her  next  week."  But  by 
"next  week"  she's  gone. 

I became  determined  not  to  let  another  "next 
week"  go  by.  So,  when  Allison  Laing  emailed  me  that 
she  would  be  in  town  for  the  Renaissance  Twentieth 
Anniversary  back  in  May,  I reached  out  to  her  and  we 
patched  up  our  friendship.  I told  Allison  I didn't  want 
to  be  too  old  or  too  ill  to  tell  her  that  she  was  still  in  my 
thoughts  and  my  heart.  It  would  be  better  to  forget  the 
past  and  resume  our  friendship. 

The  other  thing  that  I resolved  to  do  was  get  healthier. 
Over  the  past  10  years  or  so  I'd  gained  close  to  40 
pounds.  What  I saw  in  the  mirror,  crossdressed  or  not, 
did  not  please  me.  I said  to  Astra  that  we  needed  to  lose 
weight  and  she  agreed. 

We  started  with  the  South  Beach  Diet,  which  we  had 
done  before,  but  Astra  has  modified  it  so  that  it  is  now  a 
lifestyle  that  we  can  live  with  daily  rather  than  being  a 
temporary  diet.  We  also  walk  our  dogs  3-4  times  a day 
for  exercise.  It's  about  2-3  miiles  a day,  total. 

The  result  is  that  we've  both  lost  30  pounds  over  a 
four  month  period.  That's  about  2 pounds  a week.  My 
blood  pressure  is  much  lower  and  so  is  my  blood  sugar 
(which  my  doctor  had  been  giving  me  grief  about  for 
the  past  two  years).  Even  my  eyesight  improved  a bit. 


We're  both  looking  to 
lose  maybe  10  pounds 
more,  but  we  feel 
better,  look  better  and 
our  clothes  fit  better.  In 
fact,  we  cleaned  out  the 
closets  and  went  on  a 
clothes  buying  spree. 

Clothes,  now,  there's  another  area  where  age  has 
changed  my  thinking.  In  the  past,  I almost  always  wore 
solid  colors.  I did  not  own  many  dresses,  but  focused 
on  suits  or  skirts  and  jackets.  I'm  now  very  into  dresses 
and  print  dresses  at  that! 

I have  to  disagree  with  Angela  about  the  "pressure  to 
be  sexy"  dropping  off  as  we  age,  at  least  I disagree  for 
myself.  Eirst,  I believe  this  "pressure"  comes  from  inside 
us  (and,  in  my  case,  from  my  lovely  spouse).  Second,  I 
do  agree  that  it's  related  to  testosterone  levels.  But,  as 
I reach  60  years  of  age,  my  hormones  don't  seem  to 
be  slacking  off  at  all  and  I still  like  to  look  sexy  for  my 
sweetie.  Maybe  it  has  to  do  with  being  healthier. 

In  any  case,  the  clothes  I am  buying  are  as  sexy  as 
ever.  Maybe  not  as  "slutty",  but  certainly  sexy! 

Sharing  "Secrets" 

Have  you  seen  the  ads  for  the  Gilette  Eusion  razor? 
You  know,  the  one  with  5 blades.  I laughed  at  this  thing 
when  I first  saw  it  and  wouldn't  even  consider  buying 
one.  Then  I received  one  free  in  the  mail.  So,  I figured, 
"What  have  I got  to  lose?"  How  about  my  beard! 
OHMIGAWD  this  thing  is  incredible.  It's  the  closest 
shave  I've  ever  had  and  without  razor  burn. 

I recently  bought  the  powered  version  and  it's  even 
better  than  the  regular  version!  I won't  shave  with 
anything  else  now. 

I also  recently  received  a women's  clothing  catalog  in 
the  mail  that  has  great  clothes  at  very  reasonable  prices. 
It's  called  MetroStyle  and  it's  a division  of  Lane  Bryant. 
Don't  let  that  put  you  off.  This  catalog  has  very  stylish 
clothing  in  sizes  from  4 to  20,  plus  petite  and  tall  sizes, 
too.  They  also  sell  shoes  up  to  size  1 1 and  accessories 
and  leather  clothing  too.  Oh  wow!  To  request  a catalog 
call  (800)  416-9471  or  write  to  Metrostyle,  RO.  Box 
4400,  Taunton,  MA  02780-0318.  They  can  also  be 
found  on  the  web  at  www.metrostyle.com. 

Stay  frosty  — JoAnn 
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The  Philadelphia  Center  for  Transgender  Surgery 

Bala  Cynwyd,  Pennsylvania 


Offering  the  full  compliment  of  surgical  and  non-surgical  procedures 

FOR  TRANSGENDER  INDIVIDUALS.  SPECIALIZING  IN  THE  MOST  ADVANCED 

REASSIGNMENT  PROCEDURES. 


Dr.  Sherman  Leis,  Board  Certified  in  General  Surgery  and  Plastic  and 
Reconstructive  Surgery,  is  a medical  school  professor  of  surgery, 
director  of  residency  training  in  plastic  surgery,  and  has  over  30  years 
surgical  experience. 


Surgical  Procedures: 

• Male  to  female/female  to  male  reassignment 

• Breast  augmentation  or  lift 

• Breast  reduction  or  removal 

• Pectoral  or  calf  augmentation 

• Arm  or  thigh  lift 

• Buttock  enhancement  or  reduction 

• Blepharoplasty  (eyelid  surgery) 

• Rhytidoplasty  (face  lift) 

• Forehead/brow  lift 

• Rhinoplasty  (nasal  contouring) 

• Chin  or  cheek  augmentation 

• Abdominoplasty  (tummy  tuck) 

• Labiaplasty,  Phalloplasty 

• Thyroid  cartilage  reduction 

• Revision  of  problems  related  to  previous  surgery. 


Non-surgical  Procedures: 

• Full  line  of  top  quality  skin  care  products 

• Make  up  evaluation  and  training 

• Permanent  make  up,  electrolysis 

• Botox,  Collagen,  Restylane,  Radiesse,  Sculptra 

• Lip  augmentation  and  contouring 

• Laser  treatments  for  hair  removal,  acne,  spider  veins, 
birthmarks,  brown  spots  & wrinkles 

• Chemical  peels.  Microdermabrasion 

• Voice  Training 

• Hormonal  therapy  and  monitoring 

• Psychosocial  counseling,  evaluation  and  clearance 
for  surgery 

• Legal  services  for  name  change,  discrimination 
issues,  etc. 

• On-site  overnight  accommodations  available 


Make  your  dreams  come  true  with  personalized  and  highly  customized 

treatment  plans  for  your  special  needs. 


For  more  information  and  to  schedule  a private 
consultation  call  610-667-1888. 

Financing  Available 


drshermanleis  @ drshermanleis.com 


http://www.thetransgendercenter.com 
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Welcome  To  The  All  New  TGForum! 


Now,  the  two  best  publications  in  the  TG  Community  are  one! 
LadyLike  Magazine  and  TGForum  are  both  published  by  CDS,  Inc. 
Subscribers  to  one  now  get  the  other  as  well. 

New  Content ! 

We've  added  new  blog-based  content  at  TGForum  and  a host  of  new  writers.  Plus,  we  will  be 
posting  extra  LadyLike  content  at  TGForum,  too.  No  other  transgender  site  offers  you  this  dazzling 
combination  of  print  and  online  material.  Come  visit  and  comment  directly  to  the  writing  staff. 

Features ! 

We've  made  it  easier  to  access  the  over  seven  thousand  articles  in  TGForum's  Library.  We  have 
Personal  Profiles,  News  items  of  timely  interest.  Pictorials,  an  Art  Gallery,  and  much  more.  No  one 
else  offers  you  the  depth  of  features  than  TGForum. 

Services ! 

TGForum  offers  a variety  of  services  that 
allow  you  to  connect  with  the  rest  of  the 
transgender  world  on  the  Net.  You  can  have 
a personal  email  account,  as  well  as  a web 
site  at  no  extra  cost.  Like  to  Chat?  Chat  to 
your  heart's  content  on  our  safe  members-only 
Chat  room.  We  also  have  an  open  BBS  where 
you  can  post  questions  and  reply  to  topics  of 
interest.  Want  more?  How  about  a Shopping 
Mall  of  vendors  specifically  chosen  because 
they  want  your  business. 


Community! 

TGForum  hosts  the  TGF  Community  Center 
where  any  legitimate  TG  support  group 
may  post  a website  for  free.  For  the  specific 
details  visit  the  Community  Center  at  www. 
transgender.org 


What  Does  It  Cost? 

Visit  us  at  www.tgforum.com  and  check  out  the 
site  for  yourself.  Try  out  the  many  free  options. 
But  full  access  to  the  best  parts  of  TGForum 
costs  only  $42  a year.  That  amounts  to  about 
$0.81  per  week.  Where  else  will  you  get  all  this 
for  that  kind  of  money?  Even  a newspaper  costs 
more  these  days! 

Remember;  TGForum  gives  you  all  the  news 
you  want...  all  the  information  you  need...  and  a 
place  to  call  home. 


WWW.TGFORUM.COM 

JoAnn  Roberts,  Publisher  • Angela  Gardner,  Managing  Editor 
Ronnie  Rho,  News  Editor  • Alaina  Hardle,  Sys  Admin 


